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SENIORS AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [2.09 pm]: This morning, I 
had great pleasure in launching the 2015 WA Seniors Awards. The WA Seniors Awards acknowledge and 
celebrate the outstanding contribution seniors make to local communities and to Western Australia. This year is 
the 30-year celebration of the awards and the theme is Love Later Life. The state government encourages and 
supports seniors to do just that. Over the past three decades, the awards have been our way of saying thank you 
to Western Australian seniors, and those who work with and support them. The 2015 awards will be held on 
Thursday, 1 October 2015, coinciding with the United Nations International Day of Older Persons. 

The awards being presented in 2015 are the WA Seniors Champion Award; the Community Senior Volunteering 
Award; the Intergenerational Award, for age groups above 60 years and between 18 and 30 years; the Age 
Friendly Community Award; the Seniors Advocate Award; and the Deborah Kirwan Media Award. The 2015 
WA Seniors Champion Award recognises and honours WA’s top senior. The winner of this prestigious award 
will be selected from the winners of the community senior volunteering, the seniors advocate and the over 
60 years intergenerational awards. 

The calibre of nominations for the WA Seniors Awards gets stronger every year and I am sure this year will be 
no exception. Seniors are represented in our communities as grandparents and grandcarers, retirees and 
employees, friends and neighbours. Their contributions to communities throughout the state are and continue to 
be outstanding. It is in the sphere of volunteering that seniors provide major contributions to Western Australian 
communities. They offer their services, leadership and experience at no cost. They are often the backbone of 
community organisations and the reason for their success. It is a pleasure to reward seniors’ outstanding 
contributions through the WA Seniors Awards. The WA Seniors Awards program is a partnership between the 
Council on the Ageing Western Australia—COTA WA—and the Department of Local Government and 
Communities. I would like to acknowledge the other sponsors and supporters of the 2015 WA Seniors Awards—
6PR, Juniper, Have a Go News and Crown Perth. I encourage all members to encourage relevant members of 
their electorates to nominate for these important awards. Nominations are open until 14 August 2015 and I look 
forward to announcing the winners at a ceremony on Thursday, 1 October 2015. 
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